
 NAME:      

Mr Toohey’s Class: Due Thursday 2 June 2016 (10:50am) 

Immanuel History Project 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Modern Australia and the World  

(1918 to the present) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 2 

Immanuel History Project 

Task 

To complete a historical investigation into a topic where the student has developed 

their research question. The essay is to be 1200 words in length. The historical 

investigation that you undertake in Year10 is an opportunity:  

 to choose a research topic that you are interested in that falls within the 

Modern World and Australia topic.  

 to interest other people in this topic by communicating what you have 
learned to someone else    

 to benefit yourself because, along the way, you will pick up the skills and 

techniques that will make you a good researcher and essay writer   

 to gain an experience that will help you with your SACE studies.  

Getting started – choosing a topic 

You need to start with a topic that will help you develop a good question.  You are 

required to find a topic that relates to the key theme of Year 10 History which is 

“The Modern World and Australia (1918 to the present)” 

The following content descriptors might give you some ideas for a topic you may like 

to investigate: 

 The inter-war years between World War I and World War II, including the 

Treaty of Versailles, the Roaring Twenties and the Great Depression.    

 Continuing efforts post-World War II to achieve lasting peace and security in 
the world, including Australia’s involvement in UN peacekeeping   

 The major movements for rights and freedom in the world and the 

achievement of independence by former colonies  

 The nature of the Cold War and Australia’s involvement in Cold War and 
post-Cold War conflicts (Korea, Vietnam, The Gulf Wars, Afghanistan), 

including the rising influence of Asian nations since the end of the Cold War  

 Developments in technology, public health, longevity and standard of living 

during the twentieth century, and concern for the environment and 

sustainability 

 

When choosing a topic think about the kinds of things that interest you. Are you 

interested in:  

 biographies of controversial historical figures?    

 a significant historical event?    

 the role of an individual in a specific historical event?   

 a thematic approach?   

 an investigation of a historical site?   

 how the media has constructed an aspect of the modern world?   

 an aspect of a particular society?   

 a particular historical debate? 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=H&t=Sustainability
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It’s helpful to choose a topic that incorporates an issue on which historians have 

differing views, for example:  

 whether or not someone was a good leader   

 the factors that ‘caused’ or led to a particular event 

 the significance of a historical event   

 how important someone’s role was in bringing about a particular event   

 the value/significance of a particular historical site   

 the significance of the media’s role in shaping people’s interpretation of a 

 historical event/person/era   

 the significance of an aspect of a particular society   

 an evaluation of the arguments put forward in a particular historical debate. 

Topics that are usually not appropriate for the historical investigation are those 

dealing with current or very recent events, conspiracy theories, celebrity scandals 

and, to state the obvious, topics on which there is insufficient information. 

Coming up with a good question – the key to success! 

When you are coming up with a question, it is helpful to know where it comes in the 

levels of thinking that Benjamin Bloom identified in his 1956 Taxonomy of Educational 

Objectives. Bloom led a team of educational psychologists who developed a system 

for classifying the different levels of thinking. Bloom’s research showed that 95 per 

cent of the questions students were asked to answer only required them to show 

that they could memorise and recall information they had been taught. This meant 

that students were not being challenged and that they were missing out on 

developing their skills in higher level thinking. Bloom’s team identified levels from 

lowest to highest (see the table).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

History essay questions rarely begin with the words ‘Write down every- thing you 

know about ...’. A good question demands more than just ‘telling what happened’.  
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Your teacher will expect you to come up with a question that will call for a response 

using the higher order thinking skills of analysis, synthesis and/or evaluation.  

Here are some examples: 

 Discuss the role of X in ...   

 Explain why ...   

 Evaluate the significance of ... 

A question style that can work well for an investigation of an individual is one where 

you pose different views about the person, for example: 

Che Guevara: terrorist or freedom fighter? 

Developing a proposal 

Developing a proposal is like developing a plan of action. It gets you thinking 
seriously about what you want to do in your research task, helps you to start 

organising it and helps you make sure that what you are planning is ‘do-able’.  

You will need to complete a proposal that you will hand up to your teacher. 

The pro forma has space for you to identify sub-questions as well as the main 

question for your research. Sub-questions are the unstated questions that are hidden 

within your main question. They are questions that are usually quite obvious once 

you start thinking about your topic. Sub-questions do not extend your focus 

question. They are just the questions you need to answer in order to have fully 

answered your main question. An example is below: 

Focus question 

Evaluate the significance of Rasputin’s role in the downfall of the Romanov dynasty. 

Sub-questions 

 Who was Rasputin?   

 What is meant by the term ‘Romanov dynasty’?   

 What factors contributed to the downfall of the Romanov dynasty?   

 What role did Rasputin play in the downfall of the Romanov dynasty? 

 How does Rasputin’s role compare with the role of other factors that 

contributed to the downfall of the Romanov dynasty? (short term? long term? 

significant? insignificant? . . .) 

Investigation underway: reading and note-making 

It is tempting to do lots of research and note-making and then try to put it all 

together. It is quicker and more rewarding to begin putting your work together from 

the time you begin your research. There is always something you can write up, even 

in the early stages of your research, for example, a paragraph of basic (and essential) 

information, a sentence stating the historical issue you are addressing, a sentence 

outlining one of the arguments you might include or a sentence outlining some 
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supporting evidence. 

Selecting sources 

The first step here is to find a range of sources (books, documentaries, films, 

historical journals, websites) that are helpful for your topic. Take the time to choose 

these carefully. Make sure that they are relevant and not too difficult to read and 

understand. 

Begin with the sources that are easiest to understand so that you gain a good basic 

grasp of your topic, then move on to those that provide more depth of information 

and different viewpoints. 

Ask Mrs Barber in the Library for more ideas about resources that might help you 

and use the footnotes and bibliographies in your source books to help locate more 

specific information. Footnotes and bibliographies often also give good references to 

journal articles. These are articles written by historians who are experts on a 

particular topic. In a short article, they can often provide a good overview of a topic 

and the issues and interpretations that are related to it. 

To access journal articles you go to the Library page on Connected and access the 
external databases. The History Reference Centre is a good place to start. 

Using sources — be critical 

The fact that a source says something does not make it true. You must judge that on 

the basis of comparison with other sources and consideration of the source itself. 

You have to use sources critically, by considering:   

 Who was the author and what was her/his purpose in writing?   

 What arguments is the author putting forward and does he/she provide 
enough evidence to support them?   

 Has the writer ignored evidence that contradicts her/his viewpoints? 

 Is there any evidence of bias in the information and ideas the author 

presents? 

 Do other sources support or contradict this author’s view and how does this 
affect the reliability and usefulness of the source? 

You don’t have to write answers to these questions. You do have to think about 

them and select the most useful and reliable sources for your research. 

Reading for understanding 

Reading reference books is different from reading a novel so you need to approach it 

differently. With a novel, you usually only have to read something once to have 

understood it. With research materials, you need to read the relevant parts of the 

book a number of times. 

Begin by using the Contents and Index to locate the relevant chapter, section and 

pages of the book you’re using. You don’t have to read the whole book. 
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When you have located the relevant pages, spend about five minutes skimming 

through key headings, pictures, tables, maps and introductory and concluding 

remarks to gain an understanding of the main points. Work out which of your sub-

questions this can help you answer. 

Gaining knowledge of the overall ‘picture’ like this helps to make reading and note 

making easier because it gives you an idea of something meaningful to focus on  

rather than just focusing on getting to the end. It helps to have photocopies of your 

research materials at hand because then you can write in sub-headings and highlight 

key points something you cannot do in library books. 

What you need to do next is read to gain a more detailed understanding and, as you 

go, write in margin headings and highlight any very important words, phrases or 

sentences. By this time you should have a good understanding of what is the most 

useful information for your topic. 

Making meaningful notes 

Go back through your reading material and this time make notes on what is useful to 

you. Some tips for good note making are:   

 Establish a structure for your project by listing each main heading that you 

will use, a dot point for each sub-heading and a dash for each point 

under your sub-heading. 

 Use as few words for your notes as possible — there is no need to write 

sentences.   

 Use abbreviations  

 Record only what is useful for your focus question. 

 Use your own words in your notes. This will force you to understand 
what you are recording and make it easier for you to use your own words 

in the final product.   

 At the beginning of your notes, write down the full bibliographical details of 

the source you are using. 

 Use square brackets for the relevant page numbers, so that you have a 
record of exactly which page each part of your notes comes from.  If you 

are good at note-making, you can probably use a range of different formats 

for your notes, such as mind maps, tables, diagrams and dot points. If you are 

less confident about how to make good notes, the system outlined on below 

is a good way to start. 
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Developing a hypothesis 

Your ideas about your topic will change as you read and understand more. You’ll 

start to formulate the main arguments you want to make in relation to your focus 

question. You may have had a hypothesis at the beginning of your research process. 

If you didn’t, you will find yourself developing one or more as you do your research. 

To use a hypothesis as an argument, it is important for you to be sure that there is 
valid evidence to support it. If not, change the hypothesis to reflect what you are 

discovering in your investigation. 

The writing process 

Good writing is essential for communicating your ideas. It is how you get your 

audience interested and how you explain your ideas to someone else. 

The essay should be the result of a number of drafts that you have been working on 

from the very beginning. This will give you the time to polish your writing, refine 

your ideas and take new directions when you need to. 

Before you start writing you will need to create an essay plan. (Please see the 

attached document) 

Creating a first draft 

Begin the first draft process as soon as you can, so you are having plenty of practice 

at writing up your ideas. The final product will be much better if you are working on 

a draft as you go rather than leaving it until you have finished all the research. 
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In your first draft:    

 Think about what seems like a logical plan for your essay and work 

towards addressing all the different parts of it.   

 Write up what you feel confident about, even if it is not in the order that 
you’ll need in the final product.  

 Use your own words as this is the best way to be clear in your own mind 

about what you want to say.   

 Avoid ‘quote dropping’ as it can give the impression that you don’t 
have anything very worthwhile to say. The fact that a historian says 

something does not make it true. You need to provide arguments and 

evidence. You cannot let someone else do this work for you. Use quotes to 

illustrate an idea, not to have someone make a point for you. You can make 

the point by briefly outlining what the historian thinks and then commenting 

on why you think it is or isn’t a valid argument. 

 Use historical terms and concepts. This helps show that you are developing 

your skills in history and makes your work more professional. 

Presenting your work 

The final draft 

The final draft should be the product of an ongoing process of writing and revision 

that began when you first started your research. 

The goal is to communicate your ideas clearly, logically and concisely. Start with a 

plan that has an introduction, a conclusion and, between these, a number of logically 

sequenced paragraphs putting forward your response to your focus question. 

Each paragraph needs a topic sentence stating the main idea or argument for that 

paragraph. The rest of the paragraph should be made up of the evidence that 

supports the topic sentence. 

Referencing your research 

In history, your readers expect you to produce work that is informed by other 

people’s ideas and research. No-one expects you to magically come up with 

information and ideas all by yourself. Show your audience where your ideas came 

from, making it clear which views are yours (and don’t need referencing) and which 

are someone else’s (and therefore do need referencing). 

Referencing your work is one way to avoid plagiarism, which means passing off 

someone else’s work as your own original work. Plagiarism is stealing, so it is 

dishonest. It also slows up brain development! Plagiarism prevents your audience 

from being able to check the sources and information on which you base your ideas 

and arguments. That means you must make careful use of a referencing system that 

gives recognition to other people’s ideas. Historians use one of two systems for 

referencing their research — either by using Footnotes or the Harvard system. 
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Footnotes 

This system uses footnotes to indicate the source of the writer’s information, quote 

or ideas and to acknowledge what he/she has gained from someone else’s work. 

Historians like this method because it provides helpful information and makes it 

easier to read further and/or to check the resources the writer has used. Footnotes 

are especially important if the information you are including is controversial and/or 

not widely known.  

At the relevant part of the text, the writer places a number, in superscript type, then 

creates a footnote (or endnote), with the same number, that gives the source 

information. The following is an example of how footnotes could look. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Harvard system 

The Harvard system is also known as the author–date system. Like the Oxford 

system, writers use the Harvard system to acknowledge the sources of their 

information. With this system, the writer uses brackets within the text to include 

the surname of the author, the date of the reference work and its spe- cific page 

number (see the example below). The bibliography then provides full information on 

the reference works used. 

Compiling a bibliography 

A bibliography is another important means of acknowledging the sources of your 

information. Most school libraries will provide you with information about how to 

compile a bibliography. It is important that you follow the estab- lished rules below 

regarding what to include in a bibliography and its correct layout. As a list of 
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sources, the sample bibliography would be enhanced with the inclusion of more 

recent sources. Your reader will be looking to see that you have made use of 

current as well as older research. 

To help you create your bibliography you will need to use SLASA the online 

referencing generator. You will find this on Library Connected page. 

The finished product 

The following is a checklist of essentials for a well-written essay.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By the time you reach the end of this task, you will have taken on some- thing 

challenging that has expanded your thinking power and developed your skills in 

researching, writing and presenting your information. It won’t have all been easy. It 

should have been rewarding. Congratulations! 
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Immanuel History Project – My Proposal 

 

Name:______________________________________________________________ 

Topic Area: 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Focus Question: 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Sub Questions: 

 _________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Useful Sources Identified so far: 

Books 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Journal Articles 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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Internet 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Other media/documentaries 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Submission Date: ____________________________________________________ 

 

Stages required to get to finished essay: 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

SIGNED: __________________________________________________________
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MY ESSAY PLAN 

Question Set out the question and the topic 

 

 

Main argument What is your main argument? What is your direct response to the 

question? 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction Show that I understand my question. State what my argument will be. 

Make reference to the arguments you will raise in the body of your 

essay. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paragraph 1 Use a topic sentence to state my strongest point supporting my 

argument. 

 

Support it with evidence. 
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Paragraph 2 Use a topic sentence to state my next most important point supporting 

my argument. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paragraph 3 Use a topic sentence to state my next strongest point supporting my 

argument 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paragraph 4 Use a topic sentence to state my next strongest point supporting my 

argument 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion Restate my argument and sum up 
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            MYP Humanities Assessment Criteria – Year 10 

Level Criterion A: Knowing and 
Understanding 

      Evidence Criterion B: Investigating Evidence 

0 Your work does not reach a standard 

described by any of the descriptors below. 

A high achieving student will use a wide range 

of terminology that is related to the topic they 

are researching. 

 

The essay must demonstrate detailed 

knowledge that adheres to the word count. 

Descriptions must be accurate and a variety of 

examples must be used to support key 

arguments made in the essay. 

The student does not reach a standard described by 

any of the descriptors 

below. 

A high achieving student will develop a clear, focused 

and manageable research question. 

 

The proposal needs to be submitted to your teacher 

with the stages of completion identified. 

 

An essay plan was submitted before the writing 

process began. 

 

Sources of information are collected and properly 

recorded. 

 

At the conclusion of the investigation you have 

written a reflection which evaluates your research. 

 

 

1-2 The student: 

i.  uses limited relevant terminology  

ii.. demonstrates basic knowledge and  

understanding of content and concepts with 

minimal descriptions and/or examples.  

 

The student: 

i. formulates a research question that is clear or 

focused and   describes its relevance  

ii. formulates a limited action plan to investigate a 

research   question or does not follow a plan  

iii. collects and records limited information, not 

always consistent with the research question  

iv.  makes a limited evaluation of the process and 

results of the investigation 

 

3-4 The student: 

i.  uses some terminology accurately and 

appropriately  

ii. demonstrates adequate knowledge and 

understanding of content and concepts 

through satisfactory descriptions, 

explanations and examples 

 

The student: 

i.  formulates a research question that is clear and 

focused and   describes its relevance in detail  

ii.  formulates and somewhat follows a partial action 

plan to   investigate a research question  

iii. uses a research method(s) to collect and record 

mostly relevant information  

iv. evaluates some aspects of the process and results 

of the investigation.  

 

5-6 The student: 

i. uses a range of terminology accurately 

and appropriately  

ii. demonstrates substantial knowledge and 

understanding of content   and concepts 

through accurate descriptions, explanations 

and examples.  

examples. 

The student: 

i. formulates a clear and focused research question 

and explains its relevance  

ii.  formulates and follows a substantial action plan to 

investigate a research question  

iii.  uses research method(s) to collect and record 

appropriate relevant information  

iv.  evaluates the process and results of the 

investigation.  

 

7-8 The student: 

i.  consistently uses a wide range of 

terminology effectively  

ii.  demonstrates detailed knowledge and 

understanding of content and concepts 

through thorough accurate descriptions, 

explanations and examples.  

 

The student: 

i.  formulates a clear and focused research question 

and justifies its relevance  

ii.  formulates and effectively follows a comprehensive 

action plan to investigate a research question  

iii. uses research methods to collect and record 

appropriate, varied and relevant information  

iv.  thoroughly evaluates the investigation process and 

results.  
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Level Criterion C: Communicating    Evidence Criterion D: Thinking Critically Evidence 

0 The student does not reach a standard 

described by any of the descriptors below. 

A high achieving student will structure the essay 

according to the conventions of a history essay. 

 

These conventions include that the essay has a 

introduction, body (around 4 key paragraphs)  

and a conclusion. 

 

It is important that strong topics sentences are 

used and that the argument is developed 

throughout. 

 

The essay needs to free of spelling and 

grammatical errors. Please double check work 

before final submission. 

 

The essay needs to be referenced and include a 

bibliography which identifies all the sources of 

information you have used for your 

investigation. 

 

The student does not reach a standard described by 

any of the descriptors 

below. 

A high achieving student will have looked identified a 

variety of different perspectives on the topic that is 

being researched. 

 

The paragraphs must reinforce the argument that is 

being made throughout the essay. 

 

Using the sources gathered throughout the research 

process the student is able to construct well-thought 

out arguments. 

1-2 The student: 

i.  communicates information and ideas in a 

limited way, using a style that is limited in 

its appropriateness to the audience and 

purpose  

ii.  structures information and ideas 

according to the specified format in a 

limited way  

iii. documents sources of information in a 

limited way,.  

 

The student: 

i.  analyses concepts, issues, models, visual 

representation and   theories to a limited extent  

ii. summarizes information to a limited extent to make 

  arguments  

iii. describes a limited number of sources/data in 

terms of origin   and purpose and recognizes few 

values and limitation  

iv. identifies different perspectives and minimal 

implications.  

 

3-4 The student: 

i. communicates information and ideas 

satisfactorily by using a style that is 

somewhat appropriate to the audience and 

purpose  

ii.  structures information and ideas in a 

way that is somewhat appropriate to the 

specified format  

iii.  sometimes documents sources of 

information using a recognized convention.  

 

The student: 

i.  analyses concepts, issues, models, visual 

representation and theories  

ii.  summarizes information to make arguments  

iii.  analyses and/or evaluates sources/data in terms of 

origin and   purpose, recognizing some values and 

limitations  

iv. interprets different perspectives and some of their 

implications.  

 

5-6 The student: 

i.  communicates information and ideas 

accurately by using a   style that is mostly 

appropriate to the audience and purpose  

ii.  structures information and ideas in a 

way that is mostly   appropriate to the 

specified format  

iii.  often documents sources of information 

using a recognized convention.  

 

i. discusses concepts, issues, models, visual 

representation and theories  

ii.  synthesizes information to make valid arguments  

iii.  effectively analyses and evaluates a range of 

sources/data in   terms of origin and purpose, 

recognizing values and limitations  

iv.  interprets different perspectives and their 

implications.  

 

7-8 The student: 

i.  communicates information and ideas 

effectively and accurately by using a style 

that is completely appropriate to the 

audience and purpose  

ii.  structures information and ideas in a 

way that is completely appropriate to the 

specified format  

iii.  consistently documents sources of 

information using a recognized convention.  

 

The student: 

i.  completes a detailed discussion of concepts, issues, 

models, visual representation and theories  

ii.  synthesizes information to make valid, well-

supported arguments  

iii.  effectively analyses and evaluates a wide range of 

sources/data in terms of origin and purpose, 

recognizing values and limitations  

iv.  thoroughly interprets a range of different 

perspectives and their implications.  
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